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September 28, 2017 

Let all things be done decently and in order. 1 Corinthians 14:40 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

 As I sit down to write my monthly letter for this October of 2017, I had imagined it 

would be some sort of discussion on the 500th anniversary of the Reformation that occurs 

on October 31 this year.  However, that changed with the recent decision of the St. Peter 

Congregation to notify the Our Savior Congregation that they are beginning the process of 

dissolution and thus will be ending the dual parish agreement in the future.  It seemed good 

to the leadership of both congregations that I take this opportunity to explain what exactly 

this means for the two congregations and what needs to happen in the coming months. As I 

share this information below, please keep in mind two things, 1) This is a very complicated 

process and 2) I have never been through this situation before.  The information I am 

providing is a brief overview as I understand it.  I have visited with a several brother 

pastors and three Circuit Visitors to ensure I am providing the best information, but I am 

not the ultimate authority.  The MNS District will be providing guidance in these matters to 

ensure that all is done in good order.  If you have questions, please consider writing them 

down for the time when District officials make themselves available.  

 The process of dissolution of a congregation is not a simple matter.  Although we 

are a religious organization, the existence of the entity known as St. Peter Evangelical 

Lutheran Church is governed by state and federal laws.  Therefore, a plan for the physical 

property and materials must be filed with the State of Minnesota.  As a religious/non-profit 

entity, all the assets of the congregation must be sold at value or given to another non-profit 

entity.  Possibilities would include the St. Peter Cemetery Association, the MNS District or 

other charities.   

 As this temporal process is carried out, the more important spiritual work needs to 

occur concurrently.  At the onset, ideas will be explored that would enable the congregation 

to reverse this decision.  Such ideas would seek to re-establish a congregation that is able to 

sustain herself, with the help of others, and not just maintain the status quo.  At the same 

time, each family of the congregation will be visited to ensure they receive continued 

pastoral care both now and in the future.  Part of this discussion will include where each 

family would desire membership.  Throughout this process, the congregation will receive 

guidance from the MNS District office and the Circuit Visitor, Pr. Wade Daul of Immanuel 

Lutheran Church, Fairmont. 

A member congregation of the Lutheran Church—



 At Our Savior, the conclusion of the dual parish agreement brings a need for planning and decisions by 

the congregation.  The congregation must now determine what the shape of the ministry will be.  Will the 

congregation choose to become a single parish or form another dual parish agreement?  If the congregation 

elects to form a single parish, I, as your pastor, continue to serve Our Savior through the call which the 

congregation has previously extended to me. If, however, Our Savior enters into a new dual parish agreement 

with another congregation, the new dual-parish would need to issue a new call to a pastor. Often, such a call is 

issued to the currently serving pastor, but the new parish is free to call whomever they desire as they are led by 

our Lord through prayer and contemplation.  Likewise, the pastor is free to accept or return the call as he is led 

by our Lord through prayer and contemplation. Our Savior will also have the assistance from the MNS District 

Office and Pr. Daul in the process.  Because this directly affects my call, I will not be part of these meetings 

and decisions. 

 While this time in the life of our congregations is one that is filled with uncertainty and anxiety, let me 

leave you with this word of encouragement.  Our Lord Jesus already knows the plans He has in store for both 

congregations and for the members there.  Lean on Him, trusting in His promise when He said, “Lo, I am with 

you always, even to the end of the age.” 

In Christ, 

   

 

 


