
Guidelines and Policies 

Approved at the Lutheran Church of Our Savior Voters’ Meeting — _______________ 

Greetings in the Name of our Risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

Congratulations on your upcoming marriage.  Our Lord has blessed the estate of marriage and has ordained that this won-

derful establishment be upheld in the highest esteem.  We look forward to assisting you in whatever manner possible as the big day 

approaches.   

 Because weddings are both an issue of the government and the church, we ask that you keep the following in mind.  If you 

have any questions, please contact Pastor Sabol and he will be happy to visit with you. 

1. Marriage is a sacred union between a man and a women instituted by our heavenly Father for the joining of a husband and 

wife into one. This union is for the mutual support of each other and the bringing forth and raising of children.  Marriage is 

to be a lifelong commitment, for what God has joined together, let no man tear asunder. Marriage is not to be entered lightly 

or inadvisably.  Genesis 2:22-25; Matthew 19:6 

2. Our Lord calls us to a chaste life and to reserve sexual intimacy for within marriage.   1 Corinthians 10:8 

3. The marriage service is a worship service and is thus a proclamation of God’s Word of love for His people, especially the 

two who are being joined in holy matrimony.  All music, readings and ceremonies within the service must be in keeping 

with the Scriptures and be approved by the pastor. Colossians 2:1-10 

4. Since weddings are a function of the state, you must adhere to all local statues and legal requirements. You must obtain a 

Minnesota marriage license at least five days, but no more than six months prior to the marriage date.  Since agreements 

made under the influence of drugs or alcohol are not legally binding, if either of the couple is intoxicated on the wedding 

day, the ceremony will not be held.   Romans 13:1-2 

5. As our Lord is the chief cornerstone of our life and salvation and it is in Him that we receive our sustenance and faith, it is 

highly recommended that the couple avail themselves to regularly attend Sunday Worship and Bible Class.  

Romans 10:17 

6. The marriage policy of the Lutheran Church of Our Savior, Winnebago, MN, a member congregation of The Lutheran 

Church—Missouri Synod, is and always has been consistent with the Synod’s beliefs on marriage. We believe that marriage 

is a sacred union of one man and one woman (Gen. 2:24-25), and that God gave marriage as a picture of the relationship 

between Christ and His bride the Church (Eph. 5:32). The official position of The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod, as 

set forth in 1998 Res. 3-21 (“To Affirm the Sanctity of Marriage and to Reject Same-Sex Unions”), is that homosexual un-

ions come under categorical prohibition in the Old and New Testaments (Lev. 18:22, 24; 20:13; 1 Cor. 6:9-10; 1 Tim. 1:9-

10) as contrary to the Creator’s design (Rom. 1:26-27). These positions and beliefs can be found on the LCMS website, 

along with other statements, papers and reports on the subject of homosexuality and same-sex civil unions and “marriage.” 

Our pastors will not officiate over any marriages inconsistent with these beliefs, and our church property may not be used 

for any marriage ceremony, reception or other activity that would be inconsistent with our beliefs and this policy.  

7. We understand that prior to the marriage we will attend 6 pre-marital counseling sessions.  The premarital sessions will be 

accomplished at least 2-3 months before the marriage, if at all possible. 

8. If either of us was previously divorced, we understand that we must schedule a meeting with the pastor prior to the first pre-

marital session to discuss the Biblical implications of re-marriage.   

Signed: 

                                                                                                  

Groom       Bride 

Date:_____________     Date:_____________ 


